Date: 29 Apr 09 Grade: 5 

Teacher Name: Mark Whipple Subject: Biography Research: WorldBook Kids 

1. Topic

How can you use Internet sources like WorldBook Kids to find information for your biography project? 

2. Content

Step-by-step instructions for accessing WorldBook Kids

Using WorldBook Kids

Filling out the Biography Accomplishments sheet

Alternative resources

3. Goals: Aims/Outcomes

1. Provide students with a clear understanding of the process of getting to and using WorldBook Kids

2. Get students started in filling out Biography Accomplishments sheet

3. Identify other options for research (online and books) 

4. Objectives

1. Students will be able to navigate to WorldBook Kids 

2. Students will be able to use WorldBook Kids to look for information for their biography

3. Students will know how to fill out their Biographical Accomplishments sheet

4. Students will know where to find additional research options

5. Materials and Aids

Computer lab, computers with Internet Explorer, web connection 

Biography Pathfinder – explicit instructions for accessing WorldBook Kids

Biographical Accomplishments sheet – worksheet where students will begin writing accomplishments and their significance 

6. Procedures/Methods

A. Introduction

1. Library Teacher will introduce me (US Computer Teacher)

2. Give students an overview of what we’ll be doing (see Development/Practice below)

B. Development

1.  Provide students with Pathfinder sheet, giving step-by-step instructions

2. Go through it with them, so that they all end up on WorldBook Kids site 

C. Practice

1. Do an example as a class, on screen:


a. Search on Barak Obama

b. Have a student read the options

c. Ask class to choose one

d. Have student read the first part of the bio

e. Have class identify accomplishment(s)

f. Have students review Accomplishments sheet to see how it’s filled out

2. Show students Part 2 of the Pathfinder, with additional resources

D. Independent Practice

1. All students should be on the WorldBook Kids search page. Have them type in the name of the person on whom they chose to write a biography. 

2. Remind students to write accomplishments on the sheet, with significance

3. Remind students of the alternative resources available to them

4. Circulate through the room to check students’ progress and troubleshoot problems.

E. Accommodations (Differentiated Instruction)-

1. Provide individualized instruction as needed.

F. Checking for understanding

1. See if students have questions

2. Check on their progress while walking about the room

G. Closure/Evaluation

1. Check to see that the students have at least one accomplishment listed, along with some reasons why it is significant

2. Check to see that students have written down what sites worked and which didn’t, and why  

  7. Teacher Reflection

I thought the first portion of the class, where I was giving instructions, went quite well. Most students were attentive. I feel I did an adequate job of managing the classroom and checking for understanding. The instruction sheet was at the right level of detail and led the students effectively towards the goals for the lesson. At times I think I jumped around a bit in my rush to get through all of the instructions. When planning this class I debated with myself as to whether I should step through the instructions first, or do it along with the students. I’m quite glad I chose to do the former!

The second part of the class seemed less effective to me, or at least less focused. While I regularly teach in a computer lab with students who are working more-or-less independently, I didn’t anticipate the high level of interaction needed to keep all of the students moving forward in their work. Most remained on task, but due to the very high number of questions I felt as if there were some students I was not able to check in with. 

During the second, self-directed part of the class I also found that the students had some confusion about how to fill out the form with two columns: Accomplishments and Details. Students frequently put the accomplishments in the details column, and included things in that column like birth dates. Given that my goal was primarily to teach the students how to use a web site, it would have been very useful to have the students’ subject area teacher on hand to answer questions about processing the information they found. I’m sure that my inexperience with PHA fifth-graders contributed to some of the surprises I experienced in the second part of the class.

Overall, it seemed like a successful class. Nearly all students appeared to be using the Worldbook site with no problems, and many understood how to continue on and check the other Internet resources listed when necessary. Most had at least one accomplishment written down (an expectation which I wish I had made more clear).

