Computer Science Elective, Mr. Whipple
Grade 10

email: mwhipple@prospecthillacademy.org

Overview
After assessing their own capabilities and interests in the digital domain, the students will design and execute a digital storytelling project of their own design. The project will be focused on sharing part of the student’s life via digital media. The students will learn to write a project plan and proposal, set appropriate goals, proactively solve problems, accurately assess progress, and to exchange constructive feedback between peers.

While the emphasis for this course is on successfully completing a project of the students’ design, it is expected that the students will embark on a project which expands their understanding of and experience with the digital domain. 

Big Questions

The primary goal of this class is to help students answer the question “What do I need to do to understand and use new technology?” We will also address the following:

· What technology skills do I already have?

· How do I use technology to express myself?

· What skills do I need to learn in order to tell my story?

· How do I manage my time and efforts effectively in order to complete a big project?

Assessment
Grading for this quarter will include the following assignments:

· Periodic written summaries or reflections (on a forum)

· Initial, draft and final project proposal

· Draft and final version of project plan
· Storyboard of project
· Completed digital storytelling project

· Peer review

· Self-assessment

· In-class participation

· Willingness to take intellectual risks

